MINUTES

WEST VIRGINIA COUNCIL FOR
COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE EDUCATION
	
August 14, 2025


A meeting of the West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education was held via Zoom beginning at 9:30 a.m. Council members present were: Bill Baker, Bob Brown, Clinton Burch, Christina Cameron, Elizabeth Manuel, Tracy Miller, Joseph Oliverio, and Steve Roberts. Absent was: Michael Farrell, Sandra Hamilton, and Tracy Nelson. Also in attendance were Council staff, community and technical college presidents, faculty, staff, and guests.

Call to Order

Chairman Steve Roberts called the meeting to order noting a quorum was present.

[bookmark: _Hlk135296204]1.	Approval of Minutes

Mr. Baker moved the adoption of minutes from the June 25, 2025, meeting of the West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education. 
		
Mr. Brown seconded the motion. Motion carried.

2.	Institutional Spotlight: New River Community and Technical College Strategic Initiatives and Achievements

	Dr. Bonnie Copenhaver, President of New River Community and Technical College, presented an overview of the institution’s strategic plan, student enrollment, scholarships and financial aid. President Copenhaver highlighted New River’s Aviation Mechanic program and pending approval from the FFA. She discussed the expansion of the Salon Services program and the Nicholas County School System Nursing Partnership. In closing, Dr. Copenhaver explained that the students New River serves is why she enjoys her position as president.  

3.	Technical Program Development Award at BridgeValley Community and Technical College

	Ms. Cameron moved the adoption of the following resolution: 

[bookmark: _Hlk206082345]	Resolved, That the West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education approves the Technical Program Development grant award for Respiratory Therapy at BridgeValley Community and Technical College as proposed in the agenda item. 

	Mr. Brown seconded the motion. Motion carried.

4.	Technical Program Development Award at Eastern WV Community and Technical College

	Mr. Baker moved the adoption of the following resolution:
	Resolved, That the West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education approves the Technical Program Development grant award for Applied Artificial Intelligence at Eastern WV Community and Technical College as proposed in the agenda item. 

	Ms. Cameron seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Executive Session

It was noted for the record that the Council elected to remain in open session for the following items:

5.	Chancellor’s Evaluation

	Matt Turner, Executive Vice Chancellor for Administration, presented the results of Chancellor Sarah Tucker’s annual evaluation, noting that Council members overwhelmingly provided outstanding ratings. Feedback highlighted her leadership in FAFSA completion efforts, strong relationship-building with stakeholders, data-driven decision-making, effective communication, and enrollment growth at community and technical colleges. Identified challenges included a declining high school student population and state budget constraints, while opportunities focused on increasing Council engagement, expanding academic and career pathways, setting strategic goals, and pursuing shared services to reduce costs.
	
6. 	Chancellor’s Report

	Chancellor Sarah Tucker provided an update on the Skilled Trades Apprenticeship Nontraditional Degree (STAND) Program. This initiative awards college credit to apprentices for training already completed, enabling progress toward an Associate of Applied Science degree at one of the state’s community and technical colleges. Basic tuition costs for general education courses are covered by grant funding. To date, 94 applications have been received, with 66 verified.

The Chancellor also reported that Interim President Corley Dennison is actively preparing Southern West Virginia Community and Technical College for the upcoming Higher Learning Commission (HLC) visit. Carolyn Long has been engaged to assist with the preparation and will provide training to Southern’s Board of Governors next week. Additionally, Governor Morrisey has appointed two new members to the Board.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting

WV Board of Governors Summit:	October 29-30, 2025
Time:				Registration/Breakfast 7:30 am
Location:			Charleston Coliseum and Convention Center

Council Meeting:		October 30, 2025
Time:				1:30 pm
Location			Charleston Coliseum and Convention Center
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____________________________________		
Steve Roberts, Chairman
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____________________________________		
Bob Brown, Secretary
1

image1.gif




image2.png




