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* Denotes an item possibly requiring action/approval

AGENDA 
January 16, 2025 

9:30 am  
Zoom Meeting 

https://wvcolleges.zoom.us/j/89518624707 

To join by computer or mobile device, copy and paste this link into your web browser. 
No participant ID or password required: 

To join by phone, dial the number below and enter the meeting ID when prompted. 
No participant ID or password required. Press # if prompted for a participant ID: 

Phone: 1-301-715-8592    Meeting ID: 895 1862 4707 
When joining by phone, use *6 to mute and unmute. 

I. Call to Order

II. Possible Swearing in of New Council Members

III.  *Approval of Minutes for December 5, 2024, Council Meeting .................................................... pg 3 

IV. *Technical Program Development Grant Award ................................................................................ pg 7 

V. Tourism Works Online Training Program Presentation .................................................................. pg 8 

VI.  Workforce Development Grant Program Update .............................................................................. pg 9 

VII. West Virginia EMS Workforce Initiative Presentation .................................................................. pg 10 

VIII. Report on the Expansion of Statewide Outreach Initiatives ........................................................ pg 11 

IX. Additional Comments/Chancellor’s Report

X. Upcoming Meetings

Council Meeting
Date: April 24, 2025 
Time: 9:30 a.m. 

XII. Adjournment

2

https://wvcolleges.zoom.us/j/89518624707


1 

MINUTES 

WEST VIRGINIA COUNCIL FOR 
COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE EDUCATION 

December 5, 2024 

A meeting of the West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education was held 
via Zoom beginning at 9:30 am. Council members present were: Bill Baker, Bob Brown, Clinton 
Burch, Christina Cameron, Tracy Miller and Steve Roberts. Absent were: Michael Graney, Traci 
Nelson, and Andrew Payne. Also in attendance were Council staff, community and technical 
college presidents, faculty, staff, and guests. 

Call to Order 

Chairman Cameron called the meeting to order noting a quorum was present. 

1. Advisory Council of Students Annual Presentation

Luke Sweat, Chair of the Advisory Council of Students, discussed the Higher Education
Health and Aid Grant bill. This bill seeks to fund a program through the West Virginia
Higher Education Policy Commission and the West Virginia Council for Community and
Technical College Education to address student food insecurities and campus health
issues. The funds would cover shelf-stable food, health aids, disposable ware, and storage
space construction. Institutions must track inventory, and report purchases to the
Chancellor.

2. Advisory Council of Faculty Annual Presentation

Eloise Elliott, Chair of the Advisory Council of Faculty, addressed the council's concerns
and suggested possible resolutions. Dr. Elliott also discussed possible actions during the
coming legislative session.

Faculty and Institutional Concerns include:

• Inadequate Compensation to retain faculty
• PEIA increases
• Faculty evaluation policies and instruments
• Post-tenure review policy
• Lack of transparency and shared governance
• Library Services – reduction in needed journals/books/materials
• Use of AI in Higher Education
• Recruitment and retention of faculty and students
• Tenure at community and technical colleges
• Promotion provisions at community and technical colleges
• Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) and Academic Freedom
• Campus carry – concealed firearms
• Probation period for full-time faculty
• Faculty credentials for teaching in Higher Education
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• Dual Enrollment
• Course Sharing
• Campus Safety

Possible Legislative Actions include:

Possible Legislative Actions include: 

• Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) bill and academic freedom issues
o Based on current trends in other states, another version of SB 870 may be

introduced
• PEIA – contemplating significant increases to deductibles, spousal coverage, and

premiums
o Watch for any reforms that the Legislature makes and if the next governor

announces any reforms in his plan
• Libraries and Museums bill related to obscenity to minors

o Prepare for a resurfacing of this bill
• Public Safety

o Encourage the Legislature to provide resources for recruitment and retention
of campus police officers

• Higher Education Health and Aid Grant
o Advisory Council of Students’ proposed bill
o Addresses student food insecurities and health and hygiene inadequacies

3. Advisory Council of Classified Employees Annual Presentation

Jenna Derrico, Advisory Council of Classified Employees Chair, discussed issues faculty
are focusing on this year.

Institutional Concerns:

• Maintenance of classification and compensation
• Infrequent meetings of the Job Classification Committee
• Compensation Planning and Review Committee not established
• Permanent funding solution for PEIA

Legislative Concerns: 

• Fiscal liabilities for higher education funding and surplus reliance
• Permanent funding solution for PEIA

The Advisory Council also expressed its recognition of the value for Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion (DEI) initiatives and academic freedom.  

4. Approval of Minutes

Mr. Brown moved the adoption of the minutes from the October 17, 2024, meeting of the
West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education.

Mr. Roberts seconded the motion. Motion carried.
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5. FY 2024 Consolidated Audit Presentation

Misty Price, Vice Chancellor for Finance gave a summary of the audit then introduced
auditors Chris Deweese, Kaitlin Tornes and Sarah Crouse from Suttle and Stalnaker,
PLCC which is subcontracted by Clifton Larson Allen, LLP to complete audits for the
Council and most of its institutions. The ultimate responsibility for performance is with
CliftonLarsonAllen. Mr. Deweese gave a presentation on their audit analysis and
required communication.

Mr. Baker moved the adoption of the following resolution.

Resolved, That the West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education
accepts the audit of the Council’s Combined Financial Statements for the Fiscal Year
ended June 30, 2024.

Mr. Roberts seconded the motion. Motion carried.

6. 2024 Financial Aid Comprehensive Report

Mr. Brian Weingart, Senior Director of Financial Aid, provided an overview of the 2023-24
academic year descriptions and changes to West Virginia financial aid programs, policy
recommendations, and longitudinal data about recipients of state financial aid. Mr.
Weingart discussed significant challenges with the 2024-25 Federal Financial Aid
(FAFSA) application and the action taken by higher education staff and Governor Justice
to alleviate some of the burden on students enrolling Fall 2024. He further the remaining
financial aid programs.

7. Fall 2024 Enrollment Report

Dr. Zorrie Georgieva, Senior Director of Research, provided a presentation that included
an analysis of current enrollment data derived from the Fall Census 2024 data collection,
along with a discussion of historical enrollment trends.

Possible Executive Session Under the Authority of W. Va. Code § 6-9A-4 for the Following: 

8. Acting Presidential Contract and Compensation at Southern West Virginia
Community and Technical College

Mr. Brown moved that the Council go into Executive Session in accordance with WV Code
§6-9A-4 to discuss personnel matters.  Ms. Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Following Executive Session, the Council reconvened in open session and the following 
action was taken: 

Mr. Brown moved to reject the proposed resolution to appoint Darrell Taylor as Acting 
President of Southern West Virginia Community and Technical College and further rejects 
the proposed compensation for Mr. Taylor in the contract proposed by the institutional 
board of governors. 

Ms. Miller seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
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9. Additional Comments/Chancellor’s Report

Chancellor Tucker expressed her gratitude to several cabinet members for their
outstanding work and acknowledged the Legislature's support, which makes the agency's
efforts possible.

Chairman Cameron thanked Chancellor Tucker for all of her hard work.

Tracy Miller commented that she believed Dual Enrollment is the catalyst for the work
we’re doing to increase enrollment. Ms. Miller said she appreciated today’s meeting
agenda that provided needed information

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting 

Council Meeting: January 16, 2024 
Time:  9:30 am 
Location: Zoom 

____________________________________ 
Christina Cameron, Chairman 

____________________________________ 
Tracy Miller, Secretary 
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WV Council for Community and Technical College Education 
Meeting of January 16, 2025 

ITEM:  Technical Program Development Grant Award 

INSTITUTION: West Virginia University at Parkersburg 

RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION: Resolved, that the West Virginia Council for 
Community and Technical College Education 
approves the Technical Program Development 
grant award as proposed.  

STAFF MEMBER: Tiffany Ellis-Williams 

BACKGROUND: 

Technical Program Development funding in the amount of $1.8 million was allocated in 
the Council’s FY 2025 budget.  

Each community and technical college have an opportunity to submit a proposal 
requesting funds for programs that need to be developed. A committee comprised of 
Council staff reviews the proposals and makes recommendations about approval: 

PROPOSAL(S) RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL 

Program Degree Institution Anticipated Enrollment 
Per Year 

Industry support Recommended 
Award 

Mechanical 
Engineering 
Technology 

Associate of 
Applied Science 

West Virginia 
University of 
Parkersburg 

10 students for the 
first year,15 
students in the 2nd 
year and 20 
students in year 3 

Woodcraft, Constellium, 
ZMM, Pickerington and 
Associates, and McKinly 
and Associates 

$220,000.00 

Total Recommended Awards: $220,000.00 
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WV Council for Community and Technical College Education  
Meeting of January 16, 2025 
 
 
ITEM:      Tourism Works Online Training Program 
 
RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION: Information Item Only 
 
STAFF MEMBER:    Tiffany Ellis-Williams 
   
BACKGROUND: 
 
Tiffany Ellis-Williams will introduce Ennis Smith, Director of Destination Tourism, along 
with representatives from Blue Ridge Community and Technical College, who will be 
showcasing a newly innovative online training program. Tourism Works is designed 
specifically for the tourism and hospitality industry. In collaboration with industry experts 
and the Department of Tourism, Blue Ridge Community and Technical College is at the 
forefront of these efforts by developing curriculum that addresses the evolving demands 
of this dynamic sector. This comprehensive online training in the form of modules 
encompasses essential skills and knowledge areas that empower students to excel in 
their careers.  
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WV Council for Community and Technical College Education 
Meeting of January 16, 2025 

ITEM: Workforce Development Grant Program 
Update 

RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION: Information Item Only 

STAFF MEMBER:  Tiffany Ellis-Williams 

BACKGROUND: 

Tiffany Ellis-Williams, Director of Workforce and Economic Development will be 
highlighting awarded workforce development grants and their vital role in forging robust 
alliances with business and industry which has allowed the community and technical 
colleges to tailor workforce training programs to the specific needs of the employers. 
Additionally, students have greatly benefited from these grants. The funding has 
allowed the institutions to provide resources that help students acquire the skills needed 
to succeed in the workforce. These programs offer hands-on experience and industry-
recognized certifications, giving community and technical college students a competitive 
edge in the job market. 
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WV Council for Community and Technical College Education 
Meeting of January 16, 2025 

ITEM: West Virginia Emergency Medical Services 
Workforce and Training Initiative 

RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION: Information Item Only 

STAFF MEMBER:  Amanda McCarty 

BACKGROUND: 

A total of $5,000,000 has been appropriated to the WV Higher Education Policy 
Commission to support education and workforce initiatives for Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS). 

Amanda McCarty, Senior Director of Health Sciences, will provide a presentation 
explaining enhanced learning utilizing MedCognition PerSim augmented reality. Jon 
Fannin from BridgeValley Community and Technical College will provide an on-screen 
live demonstration. 

Ms. McCarty will also discuss funding support for tuition to the community and technical 
colleges’ EMT and Paramedic programs for students who do not qualify for traditional 
financial aid. 
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WV Council for Community and Technical College Education 
Meeting of January 16, 2025 

ITEM: Report on the Expansion of Statewide 
Outreach Initiatives 

RECOMMENDED RESOLUTION: Information Item Only 

STAFF MEMBER:  Jason Luyster 

BACKGROUND: 

The Division of Student Affairs is excited to announce the launch of several new initiatives 
and the expansion of several others within their division.  New My Climb Guides will launch 
statewide later this month. These guides, aligned with the new CFWV.com website, will 
help educators and students with career and college exploration.  

The new link to Level All is now available on the CFWV website. Level All offers a wide 
variety of infographic and short videos focused on career and college exploration 
resources. WV GEAR UP’s 21st Century Scholars program has expanded statewide to 
extremely positive feedback from students and educators alike. The CFWV Champions of 
College Access and Success awards program is expanding to more schools ranging from 
elementary to college.  

In collaboration with Texas Instruments, technology bundles and training have been 
provided to 42 educators in WV GEAR UP schools.  

Be sure to mark your calendars for WV FAFSA Day on February 6th. Finally, the new Higher 
Education Action and Impact Awards will recognize significant contributions to college and 
career readiness efforts resulting in increased student access and success in West 
Virginia. 
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